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The Board of Directors for 2013/2014

Ex-Officials
President: Geoffrey Leung
Vice-President:  Raymond Chan
Secretary: Cecilia Leung
Treasurer: Virginia Chu

Other Officers and Committees
Membership Sub-Committee:
Quinie Lee (Chair person)
Kam Ho, Joseph Kung, Elsa Leung,
Dennis Sung, Gen Wong

Program Sub-Committee:
Priscilla Lau (Chair person)
Davis Chan, Raymond Chan,
Alain Lau

Newsletter and Editorial Committee:
Quinie Lee (Chief Editor)
Kam Ho

Web Coordinators:
Raymond Chan, Kam Ho

Communication Coordinator:
Dennis Sung (Media Liaison)

Volunteer Helpers
Danny Chan, Helen Chiu, Alfred Wong, Martha Wong
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Nov 10 - 14,2012 PolyU 75" Anniversary Celebration Events in Hong Kong Martha Wong

Nine of the our Board directors took special trips
back to HK to attend the following Celebration
Events organized by our Alma Mater

1. Nov 10, 2012 Global Alumni Leaders Forum
cum Dinner

Four of our Board directors (Martha Wong,
Cecilia Leung, Laurence Lok and Alain Lau)
participated in this function organized by AADO.
The Forum was attended by 60 alumni leaders

from Hong Kong, Mainland China, Australia, 2.Nov 11, 2012 PolyU Alumni Homecoming Fiesta
Canada, the United Kingdom and the United This function was jointly staged by PolyU and the
States. The participants had an excellent opinion Federation of PolyU Alumni Associations in the
sharing on roles, synergy, collaboration, main campus. Our directors were among 4,500
sustainability and future development of alumni alumni, staff, students and their family members
bodies in Hong Kong and overseas. Martha and had a great time there.

Wong was invited to make a presentation on

behalf of all oversea Alumni Associations. 5 ”‘-‘v” s
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3.Nov 13, 2012 75th Anniversary Gala Dinner
Our nine directors were among 1,000 members and
friends of PolyU to gather at the Hong Kong Con-
vention and Exhibition Centre to join the Institu-

tion's 75th Anniversary Gala Dinner.
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PolyU 75th Anniversary Celebration Dinner
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The activities planned for Year 2013 - 2014: Six Interest Groups:
Date Activities

Dec 14, 2013  Table Tennis Tournament A

Dec 14,2013  Christmas Party R

Jan 11,2014  Talk on "Senior Benefits and Financial Planning for Retirement” .

Feb 21,2014  Spring Dinner FE IR
Mar 8,2014  Photo Workshop and Slide Show Presentation PN e =
May 2014 Photo Workshop — Photo Album and Slide Show Production SIEEREMTHE
End May 2014 Hiking Trip - Pacific Spirit Park R L

End Jun 2014  Hiking Trip - Bunsen Lake BRIRLT

End Aug 2014 Hiking Trip - Seymour Mountain

Sept/Oct 2014  18th AGM/Annual Dinner

For information: www.polyuwca.com For Registration: polyuwca@gmail.com
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1. 16th AGM/Annual Dinner in
celebration of the 75th PolyU -
Oct. 12 2012
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2. Inter-U Badminton Tournament - Oct. 13 2012
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3. Chinese New Year Spring Dinner - March 1 2013
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4. Badminton Family Fun Day - March 24 2013
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5. Stretching Exercise and Prevention of Sport Injuries )
- April 6 2013 —— .
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6. Summer Table Tennis Family Fun Day - June 1 2013
(EERAGHELEEFLEH)
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7. Emergency Preparation Workshop / Hiking Fun & Slide Show - June 8 2013
(RESCRE. B SELEINE)
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8. Hiking Trip and BBQ Lunch at Deas Island, Delta - June 22 2013
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9. Whistler Train Trip by Rocky Mountaineer Whistler Sea to Sky Cli



10. Inter-U Table Tennis Tournament - Aug 31 2013 @
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October 11 2013

11. 17th AGM /Annual Dinner —
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Note 1:

“Equivalency” in professional qualifi-
cations was developed out of econom-
ic necessity in UK. University educa-
tion was not “universal” before 2nd
World War. And the World War de-
prived many young and bright men
and women the chances of higher edu-
cation. Nation’s rebuilding had just
begun and last for the next 25
years. Although these wars hardened
young person’s lacked University
Education; their experiences, skills
and expertise were highly needed.
In recognition of their valuable
contribution to the society, Profes-
sional Engineering Societies in UK
therefore offered membership to these
professionals first with their work ex-
periences (with recognized industries,
the government and armed forces dur-
ing the war) and then later with their
work experiences and passes in the
written examinations offered by the
Professional Institutions.

Membership of a Professional Society
or a CEng (Chartered Engineer) desig-
nation was highly regarded more than
a Degree in the 50’s, 60’s and 70’s.

Hong Kong Government followed the
UK system in those days. University
spaces for potential engineering
students were limited to HKU prior to
the late 80’s. Only with the establish-
ment of Engineering Faculty at
HKCU in 1991 and the formation of
HKUST, HKPOLYU, CityU in the
early 90’s that potential engineers can
follow the “University-training “route
in Hong Kong. Therefore it was not
important to have a B.A. or BSc. for
engineering professionals among
HKTC teaching staff - their member-
ship with Professional Institutions
were considered equivalent to
University qualifications. And
because of how they were trained —
they would have lacked research
experiences in much, or least at their
earlier part of their professional life.
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HONG KONG TECHNICAL COLLEGE

DEPARTMENT OF BUILDING, SURVEYING AND STRUCTURAL ENGINEERING - 1965

| was accepted into the Department of Building, Surveying
and Structural Engineering in the Fall Term of 1962, after
graduating from Victoria Technical School and passing the
General School Certificate. The reason for going to the
Hong Kong Technical College was simply because my
family was poor and cannot afford to send me to the
University of Hong Kong for further study. A graduate
from Victoria Technical School was the natural path of
applying to Hong Kong Technical College.

The course was a 3 years course. We all took basic build-
ing technology in the first year including carpentry and
engineering drawing, English, mathematics, material
science, and strength of materials (no computer). We
were also encouraged to take the General Certificate of
Examination (GCE) in year one to prepare ourselves for
admission to professional institutes such as the Institute
of Structural Engineers, Royal Institute of Chartered
Surveyors and the Institute of Building after graduation
from College.

After completing the final examination in the summer of
1963, we were all sent out to work on construction sites
to gain site experiences. | was sent to the North Point
Ferry site to work on the foundations of the ferry
terminal. Since | was able to communicate in English, |
was assigned to work under an American Field Engineer
from a company called Intrusion-Prepakt, on pressure
grouting and caisson works. That experience set the
foundation of my lifelong engineering career.

After completing the summer training and passing the
Year-1 final examination, | went back to school in the
structural engineering stream. The prospect was exciting

Michael Sung

but the school work was hard. We all had to struggle
to learn the engineering part of the curriculum. We
supported each other closely and looked out for each
other. We made fun of those who went into the Quantity
Surveying stream and felt sad for those left behind and
had to go into Building. It was a tough year and quite a
few classmates dropped off after the second year.

The 3rd year school work was even worst. We basically
had no time to play. We had no money to buy text books,
so we arranged to buy photocopies of engineering books
from Taiwan, tore them apart and mailed them back in
bits and pieces and then reassemble them in Hong Kong.
We share the books and took as much notes from them
as possible.

In 1963, the department received a big sum of money
from a donor and allowed us to build a laboratory for soil
mechanics. | was highly interested in the subject and
decided to pursue deeper into the curriculum. In 1964,
the discovering of me being a person without country
(citizenship), leaving me no hope of going to the UK to
finalize the study to become a registered engineer was a
shocking and depressing experience. It also meant the
end of the dream of a career in structural engineering.
The knowledge learned from the class of soil mechanics
rewarded me with a job with Intrusion-Prepakt in Hong
Kong, as a field engineer, immediately after graduation
and eventually the key for me to immigrate to Canada as
a Grouting Engineer in 1966; followed by a lifelong career
in professional civil engineering, project management and
heavy industrial construction.

| like to take this opportunity to thank my old school, Hong Kong Technical College, for the education and caring

during my time at the College. | am forever proud to be a student and part history of the College. Mr. S.J.G. Bert,

my first year Department Head, taught us:

Work you hardest your brain employs, and play the hardest in the field.

Your duty is love and hobbies enjoy, be active, resourceful and skill ...............
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Note 1

http://wiki.answers.com/Q/What is_the difference between_a_college and_a_university

The term college is a general one that encompasses a wide range of higher-education institutions, including
those that offer two-year to four-year programs in the arts and sciences, technical and vocational schools,
and junior and community colleges. The term wuniversity specifically describes an institution that
provides graduate and professional education in addition to four-year post-secondary education.

Note 2
October 29, 2012 Time Magazine: Higher Education — What Americans earn in lifetime by highest
education attainment in 2011 dollars:

Less than High Some Associate’s Bachelor’s Master’s Doctoral Professional
High School College Degree Degree Degree Degree Degree
School Graduate (2 years) (4 years)
$1M $14M $1.6 M $1.8 M $24M $2.8M $35M $42M

In contrast, the vocational higher education and training that takes place at vocational universities and
schools usually concentrates on practical applications, with very little theory.

Note 3
Dual Vocational Training System (TVET)

http://www.unevoc.unesco.org/wtdbase prev3.php?ct=DEU
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